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Into the stature of Canada has gone the lives and purpose of a gallant host of
good and courageous men whose work in trade, in government and in the

Church has left enduring marks on our times.

Their numbers are legion; their courage and sacrifice immortal. Each lent
his strength and his judgment to the tasks of the moment. Each deserves a

high place in the roster of Canada’s heroes.

In singling out Father Jean de Brébeuf, the bold Jesuit who met a flaming
stake as his reward for selfless service, we preserve only one glorious, fleet-

ing moment in Canadian history but a moment rare in the annals of courage.

It is particularly fitting, in the nation’s Centennial year, that we should
remember such men, for they have left us a priceless legacy—inspired ideals,

incessant labor, inflexible determination and yet gentle, patient understanding.

We can be grateful indeed that such men were, in truth, fathers of Canada.
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